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The Official, Quarterly News Publication of Shepherdswell Cricket Club.

View from the Chair

Our esteemed Chairman, Wicketkeeper-
Batsman & Groundsman, Dr Richard
Webster, offers his musings on cricket
and life.

At last! Recreational cricket is back on
thanks to the Government deciding
that crick)et is an outdoor non-contact
sport and we spend most of our time
more than 2m apart. Of course there
are still safety measures to adhere to.
Batters have to run 2m away from the
track, necessitating additional lines to
be marked on the square. Wicket-
keepers can not stand up to the stumps
and fielders have to sanitise their hands
every 6 overs. The sight of hand gel
behind the stumps makes a change
from the bottles of beer (NB only
allowed for the Roger Lewis/Bill Jones
tournament) still both do contain
alcohol.

Thanks to all the rolling we did earlier
in the year the track is ‘like a road’ and
playing quite true. Adult nets have
been happening once or twice a week.

The first game was ‘interesting’ as
players came to terms with the new
‘rules’. No handshakes and social
distancing were the order of the day.
However, the spirit of cricket was still
very evident and a good day was had
by all. A good victory for the Well with
some excellent performances.

The second game (today) had to be
called of due to persistent rain from an
hour before the scheduled start. It is an
English summer after all.

The second game (today) had to be
called of due to persistent rain from an
hour before the scheduled start. It is an
English summer after all. Youth cricket
has finally got going with net sessions
held on a Saturday morning. Again the
restrictions mean we have to have 3
different sessions for 5 players at a
time and are unable to run softball
training. We hope to rectify this in the
near future and have some Kwik cricket
games. Off the field the club is
progressing at a pace. Unfortunately,
our Clubmark inspection has been
delayed due to the virus but we have
dug out the ground for the base of the
storage unit and increased our
equipment for youth cricket. The new
line marker has had its first outing so
the boundary is much easier to see this
year. It will take some time to get
through all the paint that has been
purchased.

It’s still raining, England are finding it
hard to pick up Windies wickets and
are heading for a draw and | am
wishing that we were actually in the
North where the weather is much
better. | shall have to make the best of
a Sunday afternoon off. Perhaps | can
spend time replaying my innings from
last week. Or maybe not as a two ball
duck doesn’t take that long to recall. In
my defence | was done by a ‘banana’
ball which swung from outside off and
hit leg. Before you say; yes poor choice
of shot, playing the wrong line and
needs to do better next time. Here’s
looking forward to some successful
cricket this year. Stay safe and well.

Richard
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Cricket!!

It has been great to enjoy two games of
cricket so far- with two wins for The’Well!
Unfortunately, one game has been
cancelled due to wet weather (how
typical). Match reports from our
completed games can be found below.

26/07/20 Shepherdswell CC beat Walmer
CC by 102 runs.

Report: Shepherdswell played host to
Walmer at The Rec, won the toss and
elected to bat. Openers Vinten (37) and
Palmer (27) set the platform for some
strong middle order hitting from Skues
(42) to lead The ‘Well to a total of 158 all
out, with Maddison tearing through the
tail, returning figures of 7.5-2-8-5.
Shepherdswell’s bowlers came out firing
with Barton-Hodges taking 1 for 5 with 3
maidens from his 5 overs and James 3 for
4 with 3 maidens from his 5. That cleared
the way for Dyer to rip through the
visitors, claiming his maiden 5 for for the
club, finishing with figures of 8-0-12-5 as
Walmer were bowled out for 56. MOTM:
C. Dyer

12/07/20: Shepherdswell CC beat
Folkestone Artists by 177 runs.

Report: Cricket finally returned to The
Rec as Shepherdswell hosted Folkestone
Artists. Normal service was maintained,
with The ‘Well losing the toss and being
asked to bat. Youth team protege Casper
Barton-Hodges top scored with 55, and
valuable contributions of 48 from Roberts
and 45 from Ruthwell lead to a healthy
total of 221. Greenfield was the pick of
the Artists bowlers with 5-28.
Shepherdswell’s bowling attack was in
fine form with the wickets shared
around. Lugthart with 3 wickets for a
solitary 1 run, James 3-14, Woodruff 2-7
and Orlando Barton-Hodges 2-18 which
saw the visitors dismissed for 44.

A good, albeit delayed, start resulting in
the first win of the season. MOTM: C.
Barton-Hodges




New Website

We would like to continue to draw
attention to our new website, which
features lots of information and is
regularly updated. Please follow the
link here:

Youth Cricket

It is with great disappointment, that the Committee of Shepherdswell CC have
made the decision not to offer any softball coaching this summer, unless there is
a significant change in the current guidance available to clubs. The very nature of
our softball coaching ethos is based around having fun, playing games and
developing skills, through gameplay, interaction and teamwork. However, given
the COVID guidance issued by the ECB, offering such sessions would simply be
impossible. We have liaised with Kent Cricket about this decision and, at present,
we simply do not feel comfortable offering softball sessions. We will continue to
offer hardball net sessions. As we are sure you are aware, the nature of these
sessions is vastly different to softball coaching. We are already looking forward to
next summer, when (hopefully) a greater sense of normality will return.

http://shepherdswellcricket.club/

The website, alongside our social media
pages, is a hive of information for all
things Shepherdswell Cricket Club.

Junior news, official club
documentation, fundraising initiatives,
our club shop, senior fixtures and
statistics and much more can all be
accessed through the website, which
we will continue to develop over the
coming months!

Despite the disappointment of the above news, it has been brilliant to see the
improvements made by our hardball cricketers. All of the players are really
developing their key skills due to the extended net sessions and are really
benefitting from the small group focus. Furthermore, we have three
Development Xl fixtures arranged for three Saturday in August which will give our
young players in Year Eight and above the chance to play some competitive adult
cricket against similar opposition! Roll on the 15t for our first fixture!
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Sponsor Recognition

As well as our new agreement with
Eythorne Building Contractors, we
already have existing sponsorship
agreements with the companies
featured below. We would like to place
on record our thanks to them for their
support over previous seasons and

| would highly recommend their
services. Our new website has a
sponsorship page, which can be visited
by clicking this link.
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Platinum Duck

A View from the non-striker’s end.
Our erstwhile, 2018 Man of the
Season, Dmitri Lugthart, reflects on
the return to cricket in the fifth of
his regular columns (and despite
confessing to sleeping through his
last column deadline).

Hibernation was deeper and longer
than usual this off season. Indeed, |
slept through the deadline for my last
column. But when we all woke up,
the sun was warmer, the wind more
of a breeze than a gale and the days
were already getting shorter. There is
no point tangling with the whys and
wherefores of our situation of not
being allowed to play cricket and now
not being allowed to be particularly
sociable when playing cricket,
because it all fades into triviality on
close inspection. | am, however,
grateful that we are playing again and
that batsmen seem to be a shade on
the rusty side,

Our enforced break has also meant
that clubs seem to be awash with
players wanting to play, which is
great. This also means a move to
being first change bowler as opposed
to opening up. Still bowling up the hill
and against the prevailing wind, but
such is the age | have reached. This
also means not having to bowl
against the dour openers,
determined to carry their bat through
the 40 overs for 28, unless they have
managed to avoid getting out to the
bowlers who have more of a plan
than just bowling at the stumps and
hoping the batsman misses. The
occasional spank over the cow for 6 is
a small price to pay for hoovering up
all those wickets of batsmen who feel
that they can just play through the
line on an uncovered village wicket.
“Square cut for 4, sir?”... No, a
grubber with just enough pace to
knock a bail off. No matter, it goes in

as bowled. The book also doesn’t
show the age of the batsman, so
when the twelve year old shows up
playing their first game for the oppo,
it’s usually a one sided and short
contest. (Unless we are talking
county U13, in which case, it’s still a
short contest as | pull up lame at the
end of the over and defer).

Tea and drinks have become odd,
especially having already noticed tea
being eaten by the batting side
before the tea break, leaving them
with nothing to do in the tea break
but throw balls at each other.
Schoolboy error that, equivalent to
eating your pack lunch at break time.

Ultimately, we are playing. The youth
are being coached, and every six
overs, we are saving the world with
our dash to sanitize our hands.
Hurrah for that.

Brave the Shave

During the Coronavirus Pandemic of
2020, members and friends of
Shepherdswell Cricket Club
participated in “Brave the Shave” to
raise income for organisations
throughout Shepherdswell (including
the Guiding and Scouting Groups,
ourselves and Shepherdswell
Spartans FC) who offer activities for
children. Obviously all of these
organisations were affected by a lack
of revenue and we raised the funds in
order to support these organisations
returning to offer their services as
quickly as possible when allowed to
by government regulations. We
raised an astonishing total of: £1,160,
which was equally divided into £290
for the organisations mentioned
above. Special mentions of thanks
and appreciation must be made to
Carol Pullen (a Brownies, Guides and
Rainbows Leader), our very own
Christina Roberts and our junior
members (Harry, Orlando Barton-
Hodges, Tom Skues, Matthew Dyer
and Jake Robertson).

Fundraising

Dover District Community Lottery

The club continues to be registered with
Dover District Council's Community
Lottery Scheme. Tickets are available at a
cost £1, of which the club receives 50%.
There a wide range of excellent prizes
available, if your ticket features the lucky
numbers! Draws continue to happen
weekly so it's definitely not too late to get
involved! Please follow the link below to
purchase tickets and support the club and
Dover community!
https://www.doverlotto.com/suppo.../sh
epherdswell-cricket-club
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Easyfundraising

An incredibly "easy" way to support the
club is to register with Easyfundraising
(for more details please watch this clip
https://youtu.be/Sn2dsQGAe w ). The
club have currently raised almost £60
through this means, it is completely free
to use! All monies raised through
Easyfundraising will be spent on
purchasing coaching equipment for our
Youth Coaching Sessions. Follow the link
below to find out more and sign up!
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/.../
shepherdswellcricketc.../

Q easyfundraising.orag.uk
%~ feel good shopping

Ambition Sports

We are proud to have our own Kit
Supplier, local sportswear manufacturer
Ambition Sports. This range of kit
includes whites (from the Surridge Range)
and training kit (from the Blade Range)
for Junior and Senior Members, which
can also be personalised with initials.
Please follow the link here to purchase:
http://www.ambitionsport.com/cricket
-clubs-shepherdswell-cricket-club-c-
315 12 474.html
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